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Introduction
The level of the school in the US is among the key determinants of funding received from the government. The state governments in the United States have a total influence on educational funding while the federal government has no influence on education or school funding. The state government generates revenue from various sources such as income taxes, property taxes, or lotteries and uses it to provide significant funding to the schools in the state. School funding in different states may vary based on districts or counties as local governments may also take part in educational funding. Hawaii is among the states whose structure for educational governance is unique. It has only one statewide school district different from other states with multiple regional districts. The provisions of the state constitution govern how resources are collected as well as the allocation of the funds to different schools. 
Constitutional provisions and existing policies
A system of education is a state requirement in Hawaii under article X, section 1 of the state constitution. The article requires the state to provide resources for the establishment and control of public schools, a university as well as libraries that operate free from the control of any government sector.  Although education in other states is provided under local or county jurisdictions, education in Hawaii is the responsibility of the state government. The state’s general fund as a result is used in providing public education funding. The Board of Education at the state level is responsible for formulating policies and controlling the public school systems. The board of education however does not have any power over the collection and allocation of the funds to public schools as the taxation power is retained by the state government. The board also formulates the advisory budget and presents it to the state governor based on what they deem necessary for the operation of public schools (Bio, & Korey, 2018). 
It is the constitutional responsibility of the state governor to present the legislature with a balanced two-year budget. The board of education provided the governor with the necessary advisory on proper budgeting. The state general fund collected from taxes and other sources of state revenue is the source of financial support to public schools (Bio, & Korey, 2018). The state constitution prohibits the use of funds from property taxes in providing education funding support.  The constitution of the state does not provide any dictating formula on how funds are allocated to different schools.  
Current trends
Weighted student formula 
The funding formula for schools in the state of Hawaii is student-based. There is a weighted student formula (WSF) that distributes funds in the operating budget equitably based on student number and student needs or characteristics (Hawaii DOE, 2021). The committee on weights (COW) which includes administrators, educators a well as members of the community is involved in debating the weight assigned to each student characteristic. Economic disadvantage and English learners are among the high need groups of students which are prioritized in the allocation of funds in the budget.  A base amount is assigned as the average cost of education for each of the students in the state. 
The state also considers the additional educational costs for education needs specific to various categories or funding programs. The provision of supplementary funding to different students in the state depends on the needs of students in different grade levels, low-income backgrounds, disabilities as well as the native language. Program-specific allocations have been established in the state to provide funding to students with special needs such as students living with disabilities or students under the technical or career programs of education. Apart from the additional funding provided to students with specific needs, a fixed baseline amount is established to educational funding in the state for each student for approximately $4,490 (Hawaii DOE, 2021). This is the funding level for the average student who does not require funding for special needs in the state. 
Equity and Adequacy 
The legislature in current years has found a lack of adequate funding for public schools in the state of Hawaii. The state expenditures in public school funding rank the lowest in the country with a combined 27% expenditure from state and local government. The expenditure in the statewide district ranks the lowest compared to other districts of the same size in other states. This has had various negative influences on education in the state as parents opt for student enrollment in private schools. As a result, the rate of enrolment to private schools in the state is one of the highest in the country. 
The state legislature has also established that over seventy percent of schools in the State of Hawaii are considered to be Title 1 by the schools. This means that most of the students in the state are Title 1 students disadvantaged by low-income backgrounds. The majority of the students in public schools in the state are categorized as students with high needs (Martin, & Baffour, 2018). High needs students include students with special needs or English language learners who meet the requirements for free lunch or lunch at a reduced price. The state salaries with the cost of living adjustments for starting and median teachers in the states on average are the lowest compared to other states in the nation. 
The underfunding in the state has resulted in various issues related to the quality of education provided in the state. The state has found it difficult to accomplish its basic goal of providing every student with quality education. most of the major consequences of delayed funding in the state are the late repair and renovation of educational facilities in the state. The state has also had other issues related to the quality of education such as inadequate study and class materials, reduction of the budget for special needs education programs as well as numerous vacancies in teaching positions in the state as many of them opt for the private schools. This has led to a shortage of teachers in the state with a low number of teachers for various subjects and in schools with specific characteristics. There are over 390 schools in Hawaii with over 181,000 students with 36.4% of them being disadvantaged. The teacher top student ratio in the state is 15:1 with 94.6% of the teachers being certified teachers. The student-to-teacher ratio in the state is among the lowest in the nation (Hawaii DOE, 2021). 
The state government has recently released a support document indicating the strategic plan for supporting public education and closing the existing gap in student achievement in the state through funding. This is a project of the Board of education and the Department of education that focuses on three main aspects of improving performance. Equity and excellence are among the main strategies employed to ensure that students can reach their full potential and ability. The provision of resources aimed at improving the quality of education is among the major actions in the strategy. Goals and expectations are also part of the strategies in the plan. These include various performance indicators in evaluating the success of the students, the success of the support systems as well as the staff. The state aims at increasing its funding to achieve a 90% increase in graduation rate by 2025. The achievement gap is expected to decrease as the number of graduates increases. 
Funding by District
The Hawaii state has a unique statewide district that encompasses all schools. This means that the state government is responsible for education around the state with 89.9% of the school funding coming from state funds. The federal and local governments have little influence on the education and funding of public schools (Hawaii DOE, 2021). The cost of living in the state of Hawaii has been established as among the highest in the country.  The allocation of funds to different students in the state is determined using a weighted student formula (WSF) which groups students based on their needs. This formula has been applied in the state since the 2006-2007 academic year for a fair and equitable resource allocation (Martin, & Baffour, 2018). The average spending per student by the state department of education is $15,221. The state by using this formula has been able to increase equity, responsiveness, and transparency in providing public school funding.  The overall district expenditure in the state ranks 14th compared to other states. The average per-student spending is above the national average of $12000.  The average per-pupil spending in general administration in the state is however the lowest with a $72 average per pupil compared to the $230 national average (Hawaii DOE, 2021).
The numbers indicate a low level of funding and a need for improvement of the educational funding programs.  Aging educational facilities in most of the schools in Hawaii state is evidence of low funds in support for public schools. The classes in most of the schools are not only old but also bloated in size. The school budget for private schools indicates a higher amount spend on classroom support. The state spends a total of up to a billion dollars in classroom support which translates to the per-student expenditure of $5,747. This is considerably very low compared to the expenditures from private schools in the state such as $27,000 annual expenditure per student in Punahou. Teachers are less motivated to fill in vacancies in the schools which receive less classroom support funding which has resulted in a chronic shortage in the number of teachers in the state. Although the national statistics provided recently has placed Hawaii state has ranked per-student spending in the state as 15th highest in the country, the statistic might be misleading. The cost of living in the state as well as the lack of funding from the state government places the state at the lowest level of spending in the nation (Lee, 2020).  

Political Issues 
The federal and state governments have been involved in improving education standards in the state of Hawaii. Various milestones are aimed at transforming the level of education the state has been employed in the last decade. The Hawaii Department of Education (DOE) and the State board of education came together in 2010 to establish an ambitious plan towards increasing the number of public school students joining the college as well as better community and career readiness (Lee, 2020). 
Every student succeeds act (ESSA) is a federal bill established by the government in 2015 and enacted two years later. President Barack Obama signed the act into law as a replacement to the No child left behind (NCLB).  Public school funding in Hawaii is greatly based on this act aimed at increasing equality in educational access for every child. The implementation of the law in the state has dictated the distribution of education support funds towards supporting students with different economic backgrounds as well as students with various needs like disabilities (Hawaii DOE, 2021). 
Recent changes in the Hawaii legislature have promoted the introduction of new policy recommendations to maximize the limited funding in the state while schools adhere to safety measures due to the COVID19 pandemic. The legislatures have introduced policies related to increasing vocational training as well as providing free learning opportunities for students taking education in college. Another great suggestion in the state is the increase in the amount of control held by the local leaders in schools. This is different from the current policy which gives the state full c0ontrol of the statewide school district.  The pandemic however has had a negative impact on the level of state budget towards education which may limit the implementation of the suggested policies and ideas. The implementation of any new policy is likely to influence various budgetary concerns. The current fiscal year is likely to face a $100 million reduction in funding budget from the department of education. 
The introduction of new faces in the state legislature has introduced new ideas aimed at changing the face of education and funding in the state. One of the main suggestions is to increase the public school funding budget by $500 million by diversifying different sources of income in the state. Increasing the taxation rates for the wealthy residents in the state, imposing property tax on properties valued over a million dollars as well as taxation on recreational cannabis is among the possible sources of revenue which can increase public school funding in Hawaii. This is opposed to the state policy which prohibits the use of property tax in funding education. The state government has also provided opportunities to educators from outside the state for the provision of educational services. This is among the factors which have driven a wide shortage of public school teachers in the state. The state legislature has proposed the provision of free tuition for University education to any student willing to pledge five years of teaching to the Hawaii state of Education. 


Recent Litigations
Various litigations at state and national levels have greatly influenced the progress in education. most of the cases have been focused on promoting adequacy and equity in the provision of public school funding. Education for a long time has been considered a state responsibility as provided by various state constitutions. Although education is promoted as a state responsibility, the overall strength of the US economy is greatly promoted the level of education and educational outcomes. The reduction of inequities in education as part of public services has greatly been promoted by federal policymakers. The strength of the US economy has greatly promoted the level of education and educational outcomes (West, & Peterson, 2017).
School finance litigations over the past 50 years have been aimed at reducing inequities in education. the federal government has been involved in making various policies and reforms aimed at increasing education access to all students in the country. Although various states have school finance lawsuits, Hawaii is among the states which have not faced any school finance lawsuits (West, & Peterson, 2017). The lawsuits filed against fourth four out of the fifty states in America have been aimed at increasing adequacy and equity. Although Hawaii has not received any lawsuits on education finance in the last 20 years, it has adopted the Weighted Student Formula (WSF) aimed at improving equity and adequacy (Martin, & Baffour, 2018). However, the state still lags behind in the level of education with persistence in the problem of poor facilities and inadequacy in teachers.



Policy Recommendations
I. Increase revenue sources 
One of the major issues related to state funding in Hawaii is a low state budget dedicated towards educational support. The state has the sole role of collecting and allocating resources. The state should diversify on its revenue sources through some of the legislature recommendations like taxing the rich as well as imposing property taxes. Although the state laws prohibit the use of property taxes in providing education support funding, taxes imposed on property exceeding certain values like $1 million and over can help in creating equality and equity in society (Lee, 2020). Revenue is a key factor in the provision of quality education in every state. Increasing the amount of revenue available for supporting education in the state is a key factor in promoting the desired reforms in the state. 
II.  Increase the power of local leaders 
County governments in the state of Hawaii have little influence on education as the state operates as a single statewide district. This has influenced a low level of control on education from the county leaders with planning and budget implementation responsibilities lying in the hands of the state leaders. Local leaders in Hawaii should have the responsibility of identifying the student and institutional needs in respective counties to provide recommendations before the budget is implemented.  
III. Provision of incentives to teachers 
The state budget should be increased to provide incentives to teachers as a way of attracting new teachers. Low education finance in the state has contributed to the poor state of learning facilities and availability of learning materials which is among the factors which have influenced the low willingness of teachers to work for in-state public schools. The budget implemented should increase the number of benefits provided to the teachers as a motivation to join (Lee, 2020). The provision of free tuition to teachers in the Hawaii University system recommended by the state legislature can help in increasing the number of teachers willing to work with the Hawaii Department of Education. 
IV. School Facility Improvement Fund 
The state budget aimed at improving the state of facilities in learning institutions needs to be boasted.  Most of the schools in Hawaii have aging classroom facilities of bloated sizes. A renovation budget should be set aside by the state to improve the state of classrooms and learning facilities. Some students also have to travel long distances to access schools every day. This is a major challenge for students from disadvantaged backgrounds (Lee, 2020).  Funds should also be allocated to build new schools which are easily accessible by students in the state.  
Conclusion 
Hawaii continues to experience a problem of public school underfunding in modern days. Although education is not provided as a human right in the constitution, the provision of education and high-quality learning is necessary for the progress of the state (West, & Peterson, 2017). The Hawaii Department of Education has a major responsibility in ensuring that necessary education in the statewide district is availed to all children. The state needs to increase its budget towards student support, staff improvement as well as provision of support materials with a corresponding diversification in revenue collection sources to support the budget. 
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